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A word from Mrs. Angela Batiste, 
Early College High School Principal & Collegiate Magnet  

Program Coordinator 

 

The school year rang in with the normal hustle and bustle of 
new enrollments, schedule changes, and adjustments at DeSoto 
High School. Now that the fall 2016 semester has arrived, the 
office of Advanced Academics is in full swing and thriving with 
the sights and sounds of a new year!  We greatly look forward to 
the forthcoming excitement of this school year and the road 
ahead! 

Counselor’s Corner 
CMP and ECHS parents: Counselors Valarie Griffin (ECHS) and 
Andrea Williams (CMP) are currently conducting  
parent-counselor meetings to discuss four-year graduation and 
associate degree plans. Please visit the CMP/ECHS websites on 
desotoisd.org  to schedule a meeting. 

 
Upcoming Exams & Events 
 
 PSAT: October 19th, 2016 

 ACT: October 22nd, 2016 

 TSI: October 27th, 2016 

 SAT: November 5th, 2016 

 Spring Enrollment 

 IB TOK Online Registration 

 

Collegiate Magnet Program     Early College High School  International Baccalaureate  October  2016 



IB Students Receive PSAT Tutoring 
A word from Mrs. Gennifer Cowan, 

International Baccalaureate  Coordinator 
 

IB Diploma Program Students are receiving tutoring to prepare 

for the PSAT/NMSQT (PSAT 11) test.  The district IB  

Coordinator has contracted More Than a Teacher, a  

well-established tutoring and test prep agency in North Dallas, 

to teach strategies that will prepare students for the  

assessment, which will be administered at DHS on October 19, 

2016.  These tutorials are taking place in addition to the Math 

tutorials for remediation and enrichment which started  

September 10th and will continue on subsequent Saturdays.  

The benefits of taking this particular test includes having access 

to approximately $180 million in awards for low-income and 

minority students through local, regional, and national  

scholarship providers.  The IB Diploma Program students know 

preparation is key to their success in every endeavor in life. So 

far, there has been a good response from students in regards to 

PSAT test prep sessions; however, there is room for more.  If 

you are interested in any of the tutorials being offered through 

the IB program, please contact Gennifer Cowan, District IB  

Coordinator at Gennifer.Cowan@desotoisd.org.   

ECHS  
Workshops 

According to the  

Educational Policy  

Improvement Center,  

college readiness means 

that a student can enter 

a college classroom, 

without remediation, 

and successfully  

complete entry-level  

college requirements. 

Here in DeSoto's Early 

College High School  

program, students are  

engaged in 

weekly workshops that 

prepare them for college 

and career success. 

These workshops vary in 

content from subjects  

involving essay writing 

to communication skills. 

In the workshop of  

Personal Branding, as 

pictured, students are 

taught the significance of 

creating a professional 

resume, image, and  

attitude. While building  

college preparation and 

general leadership, ECHS 

students are encouraged 

to display and  

discuss their skills on 

and off campus.  

ECHS students pictured  in the Personal Branding workshop. 

mailto:Gennifer.Cowan@desotoisd.org


IB Students  
Discuss  
Academic  
Opportunities 
with UNL 
 

On September 14th, Risa 

Langelo, a representative 

from the office of  

admissions for the  

University of Nebraska-

Lincoln came to visit with 

IB students at DHS. The 

students gained 

knowledge about the  

majors offered, financial 

aid, scholarship  

opportunities, housing, 

Greek life and many other 

aspects of life at the  

University of  

Nebraska-Lincoln.  Ms. 

Langelo advised students 

that the university  

provides a scholarship, 

exclusively for students 

who complete the IB  

Diploma, in the amount of 

$14,500 annually. They 

also give college credit just 

for passing the IB Theory 

of Knowledge class.  Many 

of the students  

acknowledged that the 

University of  

Nebraska-Lincoln may or 

may not be one they will 

consider; however, the 

experience served its  

purpose in reinforcing the 

value of an IB education 

for 

Students photo'd with Dr. Tyrone Bledsoe, founder of the Male Initiative (left) and  
Cedar Valley College President, Dr. Joseph Seabrooks (right). 

CMP & ECHS Students Attend the 
Male Initiative Conference 

“Saving lives and sharing dreams,” was the motto shared 

among CMP and ECHS students at the 

DCCCD Male Initiative Conference, also known as the  

Student African American Brotherhood, on September 

22nd, 2016. As the conference took place at Cedar Valley 

College, our students joined Dr. Tyrone Bledsoe, founder of 

the Male Initiative; Dr. Joe Seabrooks, Cedar Valley College 

President; community leaders; and traditional college  

students throughout the DCCD community. Throughout the 

conference, speakers focused on the academic and social 

challenges of men in minority groups. In the discussion, 

students received guidance on how to overcome these  

adversities. Overall, CMP and ECHS students left the  

conference encouraged and determined to obtain both 

their high school diplomas and associate degrees.      



Parent & Student Spotlight 
Advanced Academics would like to thank Ronnie Moore,  

parent of Ronnie Moore, Jr. of ECHS, for delivering lunch on  

Wednesday, September 14, 2016. Ronnie Moore is the owner 

of RJ's Barbecue, located on 2506 Ovilla Road, Red Oak, Texas. Please 

support his restaurant! We would also like to thank Ms. Marlys  

Harvey Diggles, parent of Jadyn Rowlett of ECHS, for delivering  

bundtinis from Nothing Bundt Cakes to office staff. Ms. Diggles thanks 

Mrs. Batiste, Mrs. Jones, and Mrs. McClendon for their assistance in 

acclaiming Jadyn to a new school district.  

Students of the Month 
Please congratulate the following students: 
Mckenzie Washington -  CMP, cohort 1 
Courtney Mathis - ECHS, cohort 1 
Yasmeen Nealy - CMP, cohort 2 
Dewayne Cokes - ECHS, cohort 2 
Garren Lorio II - CMP, cohort 3  
Tristan Colonel -  ECHS, cohort 3 
Miguel Obregon - CMP, cohort 4 
Ashley Harris – IB 
Nicholas Savaage – IB 

Outstanding Students 
Please congratulate the following students on their advancement in the  

Texas All-State Choir Auditions: 

Brayla Cook– 1st chair Alto 1, CMP 
Sanieya Franklin– 12th chair Alto 1, ECHS 
Terri Jackson– 9th chair Alto 2, CMP 
Montavion McKinney-4th chair Tenor 1, ECHS 
Raykevian Swanson– 5th chair Bass 1, IB 
De'Aundrea Kidd– 15th chair Alto 2 , IB 

IB Junior Class Officers 

Remarkable IB juniors are exercising their leadership skills as class officers. 

Please encourage the following students as they positively reform the class 

of 2018. 

Ashley Harris- President 
Kerrielle Milton- Vice President 
Nicholas Savaage- Treasurer 
Kayla Smith- Member at Large 

IB Students Visit 
with Texas  
Secretary of State 
 

Part of the IB philosophy of  

learning suggests that students 

learn best from engaging  

experiences. On September 22nd, 

members of the first cohort of IB 

students at DHS met Texas  

Secretary of State Carlos Cascos.  

During the meeting, students 

asked questions regarding his  

career path, how to choose the 

best college or university, and 

general advice on student  

success. Before leaving,  

Secretary Cascos took the time 

to meet each of the six IB  

student ambassadors. Then, he 

shared many personal  

experiences on growing up in 

Brownsville, Texas and  

attending the University of  

Texas at Austin. Speaking with 

him was a memorable  

experience for the first cohort of 

IB students. Overall, the  

highlight of the visit was  

receiving a personal invitation 

to tour the Texas State Capitol in 

Austin, with Texas with  

Secretary Cascos as our tour 

guide. This memorable  

opportunity for IB students was 

greatly appreciated.     

IB students photo’d in discussion.  



 

 October 19th: 

PSAT 

 October 22nd:   

ACT Test Date 

 October 27th:     

TSI Test Date 

 November 5th:  

SAT Test Date 

 November 15th: 

TSI Test Date 

 

An Interview with 

Ashley Jones Wright,  

September’s Teacher 

of the Month 
 

Ashley Jones Wright is a passionate  
educator who enjoys going over and  
beyond to teach ECHS students. In the  
following interview Mrs. Wright explains 
her style, M.O., and future goals while 
teaching in the classroom.  
 

Cora: Students throughout ECHS 

rave about you and your style of  

teaching. What style do you exert in the 

classroom? 

Ashley: One, I believe in being  

incredibly genuine with my students. I 

like to understand my students as people. 

It’s all about having a good rapport. 

 

Cora: As positive and negative energy 

levels rise in your classroom, what is 

your method of operation? 

Ashley: I remind students that the 

classroom is a respectful environment. In 

order for things to function well,  

students must respect me and their  

classmates. 

Cora: You have accomplished a great 

deal of academic goals. Do you have 

similar goals for your students in regards 

to academic success?  

Ashley: Absolutely. The biggest thing 

to me is that I expect students to rise to 

their fullest potential. All students are 

not on the same playing field; however, 

as long as they rise to their greatest  

potential, I’m happy with that.  

 

 

ECHS English Teacher Mrs. Wright photo’d teaching literary devices.  

Math Ambassadors 

For students who are interested in acing the IB, EOC, and TSI 

mathematical exams, the Math Ambassadors tutoring club is 

here to help! With assistance from Mr. Hawkins (CMP and 

ECHS), Ms. Cowan (IB), Mr. Beck-Smith (IB), and Ms. Edison 

(IB), small-group sessions of peer tutoring will be conducted by 

selected students, aka math superstars. Please check the ECHS 

website for updates regarding the Math Ambassadors tutoring 

club.   

After School  

Tutorials: 
TSI: Wednesdays from  

3pm-5pm in room 1804. 

 

ECHS English I & II:  

Mondays and Thursdays from  

3pm-4pm in room 1808. 

 

ECHS Algebra I & II:  

Mondays, Thursdays, and Fridays 

from 3pm-3:30pm in room 1806. 

 

ECHS World Geography:  

Mondays and Thursdays from  

3pm-4pm in room 1807. 
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